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The account of European travel in Arabia was brought up
to 1904 by Dr Hogarth in his Penetration of Arabia and carried
on by R. H. Kiernan in his Unveiling of Arabia, published in 1937.
The visit to Riyadh, the capital, of Her Royal Highness Princess
Alice and the Earl of Athlone in 1938 is the culminating point
of the tale of European travel.

The stories of the European travellers whom fate or inclina-
tion brought to Central Arabia in the wave of armies, as pilgrims,
or in pursuit of some other aim than exploration for its own sake
or in the interests of their Governments, have been outlined by
Dr Hogarth and Auriant. Strangest among these perhaps is that
of Thomas Keith, the young private soldier in the Highlanders
who, captured and enslaved, rose to become Governor of the
second holiest city in Islam, Medina. Domingo Badia y Leiblich,
a Jew from Cadiz, who travelled in Arabia for Napoleon in the
guise of one of the last of the Abbasids, has written his own tale
under his alias Ali Bey al Abbassi. Much to be admired among
those who travelled for their Governments is Niebuhr, the only
survivor of the first scientific expedition to Arabia, one sent by
the King of Denmark.

The Hfe of the tribesmen has been incomparably described
by Charles Doughty. Lawrence's account of the war in the
deserts of the north-west will not be forgotten. The parapher-
nalia of the Bedouin has been described and illustrated by
de Boucheman, and that of the oasis-dwellers by Euting in his
account of his journey to Hail, the northern provincial capital.
Wuestenfeld and Robertson Smith have contributed to the
history of the tribes, and the Admiralty handbook has much
information about them.

Little has been written about the tribe from which Ibn Saud
is descended, but Count Carlo de Landberg has written a book
on the dialect of the northern Anaza. The blood grouping of
the tribe has been described by W. R. Shanklin.

Routes in Arabia and the oases and villages are the subject of
many details in the Admiralty handbook. Birds, flowers, plants,
insects, and animals found in Central Arabia have been recorded
by H* St John Philby in his books on his travels in Arabia, and
by Cheesman. The luxuriant vegetation of Asir, the south-west
province of Saudi Arabia, was noted by Varthema in his book
of travel, and he gives a list of fruits and vegetables.

The only well-known English travellers who have entered the
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